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Wealthy nations must step up support for Africa and vulnerable countries in addressing past,
present and future impacts of climate change.

The 2022 report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) paints a dark picture
of the future of life on earth, characterised by ecosystem collapse, species extinction and climate
hazards such as heatwaves and floods.! These are all linked to physical and mental health
problems, with direct and indirect consequences of increased morbidity and mortality. To avoid
these catastrophic health effects across all regions of the globe, there is broad agreement—as 231
health journals argued together in 2021—that the rise in global temperature must be limited to
less than 1.5°C compared with pre-industrial levels.

While the Paris Agreement of 2015 outlines a global action framework that incorporates
providing climate finance to developing countries, this support has yet to materialise.2 COP27 is
the fifth Conference of the Parties (COP) to be organised in Africa since its inception in 1995.
Ahead of this meeting, we—as health journal editors from across the continent—call for urgent
action to ensure it is the COP that finally delivers climate justice for Africa and vulnerable
countries. This is essential not just for the health of those countries, but for the health of the
whole world.

1 AFRICA HAS SUFFERED DISPROPORTIONATELY
ALTHOUGH IT HAS DONE LITTLE TO CAUSE THE
CRISIS



The climate crisis has had an impact on the environmental and social determinants of health
across Africa, leading to devastating health effects.? Impacts on health can result directly from
environmental shocks and indirectly through socially mediated effects.* Climate change-related
risks in Africa include flooding, drought, heatwaves, reduced food production and reduced
labour productivity.>

Droughts in sub-Saharan Africa have tripled between 1970-79 and 2010-2019.° In 2018,
devastating cyclones impacted 2.2 million people in Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe.¢ In
west and central Africa, severe flooding resulted in mortality and forced migration from loss of
shelter, cultivated land and livestock.? Changes in vector ecology brought about by floods and
damage to environmental hygiene have led to increases in diseases across sub-Saharan Africa,
with rises in malaria, dengue fever, Lassa fever, Rift Valley fever, Lyme disease, Ebola virus,
West Nile virus and other infections.® 2 Rising sea levels reduce water quality, leading to water-
borne diseases, including diarrhoeal diseases, a leading cause of mortality in Africa.! Extreme
weather damages water and food supply, increasing food insecurity and malnutrition, which
causes 1.7 million deaths annually in Africa.l® According to the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, malnutrition has increased by almost 50% since 2012, owing
to the central role agriculture plays in African economies.!! Environmental shocks and their
knock-on effects also cause severe harm to mental health.!2 In all, it is estimated that the climate
crisis has destroyed a fifth of the gross domestic product (GDP) of the countries most vulnerable
to climate shocks.!3

The damage to Africa should be of supreme concern to all nations. This is partly for moral
reasons. It is highly unjust that the most impacted nations have contributed the least to global
cumulative emissions, which are driving the climate crisis and its increasingly severe effects.
North America and Europe have contributed 62% of carbon dioxide emissions since the
Industrial Revolution, whereas Africa has contributed only 3%.14

2 THE FIGHT AGAINST THE CLIMATE CRISIS NEEDS
ALL HANDS ON DECK

Yet it is not just for moral reasons that all nations should be concerned for Africa. The acute and
chronic impacts of the climate crisis create problems like poverty, infectious disease, forced
migration and conflict that spread through globalised systems.® 1> These knock-on impacts affect
all nations. COVID-19 served as a wake-up call to these global dynamics, and it is no
coincidence that health professionals have been active in identifying and responding to the
consequences of growing systemic risks to health. But the lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic
should not be limited to pandemic risk.!® X Instead, it is imperative that the suffering of frontline
nations, including those in Africa, be the core consideration at COP27: in an interconnected
world, leaving countries to the mercy of environmental shocks creates instability that has severe
consequences for all nations.



The primary focus of climate summits remains to rapidly reduce emissions so that global
temperature rises are kept to below 1.5°C. This will limit the harm. But, for Africa and other
vulnerable regions, this harm is already severe. Achieving the promised target of providing
$100bn of climate finance a year is now globally critical if we are to forestall the systemic risks
of leaving societies in crisis. This can be done by ensuring these resources focus on increasing
resilience to the existing and inevitable future impacts of the climate crisis, as well as on
supporting vulnerable nations to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions: a parity of esteem
between adaptation and mitigation. These resources should come through grants not loans and be
urgently scaled up before the current review period of 2025. They must put health system
resilience at the forefront, as the compounding crises caused by the climate crisis often manifest
in acute health problems. Financing adaptation will be more cost-effective than relying on
disaster relief.

Some progress has been made on adaptation in Africa and around the world, including early
warning systems and infrastructure to defend against extremes. But frontline nations are not
compensated for impacts from a crisis they did not cause. This is not only unfair but also drives
the spiral of global destabilisation, as nations pour money into responding to disasters, but can no
longer afford to pay for greater resilience or to reduce the root problem through emissions
reductions. A financing facility for loss and damage must now be introduced, providing
additional resources beyond those given for mitigation and adaptation. This must go beyond the

failures of COP26 where the suggestion of such a facility was downgraded to ‘a dialogue’.!8

The climate crisis is a product of global inaction and comes at great cost not only to
disproportionately impacted African countries but also to the whole world. Africa is united with
other frontline regions in urging wealthy nations to finally step up, if for no other reason than
that the crises in Africa will sooner rather than later spread and engulf all corners of the globe, by
which time it may be too late to effectively respond. If so far they have failed to be persuaded by
moral arguments, then hopefully their self-interest will now prevail.



COP27 Xvvéopro Kipatikng AMayng:
Amarteitor exetyovsa opaon Yo TNV AQPiki)
K0l TOV KOGLLO

O1 mhoVo1Eg YDPES TPEMEL VO TAPOVY BECT Kol VoL LITOSTNPIEOVY TNV APPIKT| KOl TIG EVAAMTEG
YDPEG OTNV OVIYETMOTICT TOV ENMTOCEDV TNG KAMUATIKNG 0AANYNG Ao TO TopeAOOV aAAd Kot
070\ ToPOV KoL TO LEAAOV.

H avagopd v 10 2022 g AwkvBepvntikng Emtponrg yio v Khpatikny AAloayn (IPCC) v
10 puéAlov g {oNg ot YN, XOPaKTNPIcCTNKE Omd TNV KOTAPPELGN TMOV OIKOGLGTNUATWOV, THV
eEapavion €8MV Kol KMUATIKG eTKiVOUVEG KOTAGTAGES OTM¢ Kavonveg kKot TAnuudpes.! Ola
AVTE GLVOEOVTOL LE COUOTIKE Kol Yok TpoPANpaTa VYElog, Le AUEST Kot EUIECT) GUVETELD TNV
avénpévn voonpdtra kot Bvnoyotta. [ va aroeevyBodv o1 KoTasTPOPIKES EMOPAGELS OTNV
vyelo oe OAEG TIG TEPLOYEG TNG VOPOYEIOV, €xel VPEMS cvUE®VNOei-petd and dtaufovievon 231
nePLodIK®V VYeiog 1o 2021- 6T Tpémel va Teplopiotel n adEnom g mayKoo g Beppokpaciog o
Myotepo and 1,5 °C oe cOyKkpion pe ta enineda Tpv v PLOpnyaviKy xoyy.

Av ka1t n Zvpeovie tov IMopiciov tov 2015 é0ece 10 mMAoiclo maykOGHIOG OpACNS OV
TEPLOUPAVEL OUKOVOLUKT VTOGTHPIEN Y10 TO KAILO OTIS AVATTUGGOUEVES YDPES, AVTO KOO OEV
éxervlomom0ei.? H COP27 givai to 5° Zvvédpio tov Meldv (COP) mov opyavdveTal 6Thv AQpikh
petd and apykn cOAANYM 10 1995.Ev dyel avtig g cuvdvinong, el -o¢ ek0OTEG TEPLOIIKADV
vyelog amd OAeg TG NIElPOVG- KAAOVLE Yo emetyovoa dpdom Yo vo e£ac@oAicovpe 6Tt avtd TO
oLVESPLO Ba PEPEL OPIOTIKA KAMUOTIKT S1KALOGUVT Yo TV AQPIKT Kot TIG EVAAMTES YOPES. AvTd
etvat onuavTiKd Oyt LOVO Yo TNV LYEID QVTOV TOV YOPOV OAAL Kot Y. OAO TOV KOGLO.

1 H A®PIKH EXEI YIIO®EPEI AYXANAOI'A AN KAI
EXEI MIKPO MEPIAIO XTHN KPIXH

H capatikny odhoyn éxet emdpdoet o€ TePPUAAOVTIKES KO KOWOVIKEG LETARANTES TNG VYELOG
o€ OAN TV AQPIKY, 0dNYOVTOG G KOTAGTPOPIKE amoteléopata yio Tnv vyeio. Ot kivévvor ot
OULVOEOUEVOL LE TNV KAMUOTIKY 0AAay] TEPIAapPdvouy TANupdpes, Enpacies, KaowVEC,
EAATTOUEVT] TAPOYWYT TPOPNG KO EAATTOUEVT] EPYOTIKT TOPOYMDYIKOTNTA.

Ot Enpaciec oty vo -Zaydpio. A@piky &xovy Tpimhaciactet petatd 1970-79 ko 2010-2019.6 To
2018 xotaotpo@ikol KukAdvVeG EmAnEav 2.2 ekatoppdplo avOpmdmovg 610 Moidovt, o1
MolouBikn ko1 ot Zipmdumove.b Tt Svtikn kou kevipiky) Aepiky  cofapéc TANUUOPEC



odnynoav ce Bvnootnta kot Pliom petavdotevon AOY® andAEWNG GTEYNG, KAAMEPYNONG VNG
kot Cohov.” AMayéc oty okoroyio twv Egviotdv omd TIc TANuuOpec kot ¢ Cnuiég otnv
TEPPOALOVTIKT VYIEWVY 00N YNGE OE OENGT G VOSTILOTO KOTE UNKOG TNG VIO Zayaplog AQpKng
omwg M ehovooia, o Adyyeiog Tupetdg, o mupetdg Lassa, o mupetdg Rift Valley , ) vésog Lyme, o
16¢ Ebola , 0 16¢ Tov Avticod Neihov kar dhkec hotpuméeic.®? H dvodog g otddung g Odhacoac
vroPadpilel TNV TOOTNTO TOL VEPOV, 0ONYADVTOS GE LOATOYEVT] VOSTILOTO LETAED TV OTOImV Kol
0 Srappoikd cHvpopua, kopio artio Bvnodtag otnv Aepiki.t Ot axpaisc kopikég cvvOnkeg
KOTAGTPEPOVV TaL aAmoBEUATO VEPOD KOl TPOPIL®Y, AVEAVOVTOG TNV EMCITICTIKY OVAGOIAELL KoL
™V voBpeyia Tov gvhHVeETAL Y10 TO 1.7 ekaToppvpra Bavdtovg etnoing othv Agpikh.!? Zouenva
ne tov Opyavioud Tpoeng kot F'ewpyiog tov Hvopévov EBvav, n vmobpeyia £xet avénbei oxeddv
50% amd 1o 2012 AOym ToL KEVTIPIKOD pOLoL TTov xel N Yempyia 6TIc AQpikovikég otkovouieg.'!
Ta mepParloviikd coK kot To Kaiplo TAYHOTO OV EMPEPOLY emmpedlovyv cofapd Kot TV
yoyiky vyeio. 2Zovolikd , vroloyileton 6t N KAMpotikh kpion €)1 KATOoTPEYEL TO EVa TEUTTO
To0v akafdpiotov eBvikov mpoidvtog (AEID) towv yopdv mov eival o vAAMTES GTO KALOTIKA
cok."?

H xotaoctpoen oty Aeppikn Ba énpene va givar vyiong onpaciog yio 6Aa ta £€6vn. Avtd eivar ev
pépet yuo nfkovg Adyove. Elvan ektetopévng adikiog to yeyovog 6t ta £0vn mov €xovv mAnyel
TEPIOCOTEPO €IVOL OVTA TOV EYOVV GLVEIGPEPEL EAAYIOTO GTNV TAYKOGUIO OOENGT EKTOUTMV
aepiv, mov givor 1 KOHpa atio TG KAUOTIKNG Kpiong Kot TV av&avopevns Bapbtntog CUVETEIDMV
™m¢. H Bopewa Apepucn kot 1 Evponn €xovv cuvelspépetl 10 62% tov ekmopumdv d10&ediov Tov
avBpaxa petd t Blopunyaviky Etavactaon evd 1 Appikn €xel ouveispépet poévo 3%.

2 H MAXH ENANTIA XTHN KAIMATIKH KPIXH
OEAEI OAOYX AIAOQEXIMOYX

Qo600 dev givar pdvo yio 8kovg Adyovg mov Ba Enpene OAa ta £6vn va voldlovtot yio v
Aoppwr). Ot o&eieg kot ypdvieG EMOPATELS TNG KAYOTIKNG Kpiong dnuovpyovv tpoAnpate 6mmg
QTAYEL, AOUOON Voonpata, Bloun LETAVACTELON Kot SLOUAYEG TTOL EXEKTEIVOVTOL LEGO OO TOL
naykosuonomuéva cvotipote.® Avtd ta kaipia TAigypota ernpedlovy Oia to £0vn. O
COVIDI19 éopace apurvilovtag avTtég TIg TayKOGHES SOUVOUIKES Kol OV gival GOUTTMON OTL OL
emayyeApatieg vyeiag £xovv evepyomomBel ,avayvopilovv Kot avTamokpivovtal GTIC GUVETELES
TOV ALEAVOUEVOV GUCTNUIKOV KIvOOVmV Yo, TNV vyeia. AAAG ta pobfqpota omd v movonpio
COVID19 dev Oa mpémet vo mepropiotodv 6tov kivduvo mavdnuimv.'®17 Avifétmg, ivor
ATOPOITNTO 0 TOVOG TV YOPDOV TNG TPDTNG YPOUUUNG , CUUTEPIAAUBOVOLEVOD TV YOPOV TNG
Appwng , va givar acucod péanua tov COP27 :cg éva d1000vOE0EVO KOGLO, TO VO
EYKOTOAEIMOVTOL Ol YDPES GTO EAE0G TMV TEPPAALOVTIKDV GOK dNovpyel aotdbeia mov £xet
coPapéc emdpacelg oe O Ta £6V).

O TpoTopy KOG 6TOYOG TV CLVOVTHCE®Y KOPLPNG Y10l TO KAILA Tapapével ) Tayeio ELATTOON TV
EKTOUTTAOV MOTE 1) ToyKOGa Beppokpacio va unv avéndei mave amd 1.5°C. Avtd Ba shattooet
115 emPAaPeic dpdoetg, AALG Yo TV AQPIKY| Kot TIG GALES EVAAMTES TEPLOYES O EMOPACELG Eivar
non ooPapés. H emitevén tov otoyov  yopnynong 100 Sioekatoppvpiovs KAPOTIKNG
YPNUOTOSOTNONG £TNoimg gival Tdpa Kpioun moykoouing av 0EAovpe Vo omoTPEYOVE TOVG
ovoTUIKOVS Kvohvovg mov Pdlovv TG kKowvwvieg oe kpion. Avtd pmopel va emitevydei



eEaoparifovtag 6Tt 01 TOPOL W Tol EGTIALOVY GTNV AVATTLEN OVTOYNG OTIC VITAPYOVGES KOl OTIG
AVOTOPEVKTES LEALOVTIKEG CULVETEIEG TNG KAWOTIKNG KPiong KaBdS Kot otV LIOSTHPIEN TOV
EVOAOTOV YOPOV OTNV EAITTOCN TOV EKTOUTAOV TOV oepiov Beppoknmiov: pio 1Goppomio
TPOCAPUOYNS Kot peiwonc. Ot mapoyég avtég Ba mpémet va xopnyndovv wg dwped Kot oyt ®G dAVELO
Kot vo. 00000V eMEyOVI®MG TPV TV TpEYovca avabempnuévn mepiodo tov 2025. H avtoyn tov
cvotudteVv vyelog Tpémel va. pBEL 0TO TPOGKNVIO KOOMG Ol GLVOVOCUEVES KPIGES  TOL
TPOKOAOVVTOL OO TNV KAWOTIKY Kpion ovyva ekdniodvovtal pe o&éa mpoPAnuata vysiog. H
YPNUOTOSOTNON TG TPOooapHoYNS Ba eival o EMKEPING KOl AMOTEAEGLATIKY OO TNV and TV
LELOVOUEVT] QAT AVIYETMTICT) TOV KOTOGTPOPDV.

Mepwr] mpdodog €xel emtevybel ot ddIKaGio TG TPOCUPUOYNS OTNV AQPIKT] Kol avé TovV
KOGUO , CUUTEPIAOUPAVOUEVOD GUOTNUATOV £YKAPNG TPOEWOTOINONG KOl KOTAGKELMOV OV
TPOCTOTEVOVY OO TO aKpaic pavopeva. QotdGo Ta £0vn TPOTNG YPaUUnG dev amolnumdvovTton
YW TIG GULVETEIEG o Kpiong mov dev mpokdAecav. Avtd dev eivar povo Gdtko oAAd emumAiov
TPOPOJOTEL TNV TTarykOGHI amocTafeponoinon kabmg ta €6vn divouv cuvey®dg XPNLATO Yol VL
AVTOTOKPIOOVV GTIG KATOGTPOPEG OAAG SEV UTTOPOVV TAEOV VO TANPDOGOLV Y10 LEYUADTEPT] AVTOYT
N Y1 va EAoTTdcouvV T pila Tov TPoPANUATOS e EAATTMON TOV EKTOUTOV. B0 TPETEL AUEC VL
onuovpyndel oL OIKOVOUIKY] ETLYOPNYNON Y10 OTAOAEEG KO KOTAGTPOPEG EMMTAEOV TOV TOPWOV
mov divovtan Yo Tpocapuoyy Kot peimon. Oa mpémel avt) T EOpd Vo TPOSTEPAGTOHV Ol
anotvyieg tov COP26 6mov 1 Tpdtoon yia tétote Suvatdtnta vroPoduictnke oe «didhoyon.'?

H apatikn kpion etvor omdtoKkog mayKOo UG adpavELNG Kot EPYETOL LE VYNAO KOGTOG Oyt LOVO
YL TIC YOPES TNG APPIKNG TOV TANTTOVTIOL SVGAVAAOYA AL KO Y10 OAOKANPO TOV KOGHo. H
AQpikn evopévn pe TIg GAAES YOPES TNG TPATNG YPOUUNG TTOV TANTTOVTAL, KAVEL EKKANGCT OTIC
TAOVGIEG YDPEG EMTELOVG VAL KAVOLV TO Prpa , oV Oyl Yio KavEVe GALO AOYO, ETEDN O KPIGELG
omv Aepi| apyd 1 ypryopa Ba emextafovv og kabe yovid TG VENAIOL Kot TOTE UITOopEl va
etvat apyd Y10 OmOTEAEGLOTIKNY AVTOTOKPIoT. AV PUEYPL GNUEPA £XOVV ATOTVYEL VO, TEIGTOVV LE
emyEpNUaATO , EATICOVUE TOPA VO TEIGTOVV Y10, TO OIKO TOVG GUUPEPOV.
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